The San Francisco Charter: Goals and Achievements 


Our joint study of authoritative Catholic, Jewish and Protestant statements on a just world order, 
entitled “Goals for San Francisco” was made public on April 5, 1945. The first recommendation 
stressed the imperative need that the San Francisco Conference succeed and the security organiza- 
tion be established. The remaining nine agreements dealt with specific constructive recommenda- 
tions for the United Nations Charter. What progress was made in San Francisco towards these nine 
goals? In order to provide the data upon which those who subscribe to the “Goals for San Fran- 
cisco” may judge the progress made, we submit herewith the text of our 9 recommendations and the 
corresponding provisions of the United Nations Charter. The text of the nine recommendations and 
the new provisions since written into the United Nations Charter follow. (*) 
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of Christ in America. 


PREAMBLE: 
The Charter of the United Nations Organization 
should acknowledge in its preamble that the actions 
of States are subject to the same moral principles 
as govern the conduct of individuals. 


We the Peoples of the United Nations 


Determined 


to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has 
brought untold sorrow to mankind, and 


To reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the 
human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small, 
and 


To establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising 
from treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained, and 


To promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom, 


And for These Ends 


To practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neigh- 
bors, and 


To unite our strength to maintain international peace and security, and 


To insure, by the acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that 
armed force shall not be used, save in the common interest, and 


To employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social 
advancement of all peoples, 


Have Resolved to Combine Our Efforts to Accomplish These Aims.—Preamble 





* Amendments to the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals adopted at the San Francisco Conference are italicized in this text, 


MEMBERSHIP: 


The Charter should specify that membership will be 
open to all States willing and able to fulfill the obli- 
gations of the Charter, so that membership may be- 
come universal. 


Membership in the United Nations is open to all other peace-loving States which accept the obli- 
gations contained in the present Charter and, in the judgment of the organization, are 
able and willing to carry out these obligations.—Chapter II, Art. 4, 1. 


+ * + 


INTERNATIONAL LAW: 


The Charter should provide for the codification and 
development of international law and for its impar- 
tial enforcement. 


The purposes of the United Nations are: 1. To maintain international peace and security; and to that 
end... to bring about by peaceful means and in conformity with the principles of justice and 
international law, adjustment or settlement of international disputes—Chapter I, Art. 1. 


The General Assembly shall initiate studies and make recommendations for the purpose of .. . en- 
couraging the progressive development of international law and its codification.—Chap- 


ter IV, Art. 13, 1. 


Each Member of the United Nations undertakes to comply with the decision of the Inter- 
national Court of Justice.—Chapter XIV, Art. 94, 1. 


If any party to a case fails to perform the obligations incumbent upon it under a judg- 
ment rendered by the Court, the other party may have recourse to the Security Council, 
which may, if it deems necessary, make recommendations or decide upon measures to 
be taken to give effect to the judgment.—Chapter XIV, Art. 94, 2. 
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PEACEFUL CHANGE: 


The Charter should provide more explicitly for the 
revision of treaties and other agreements when such 
action is required by justice and the good of the 
world community. 


Subject to the provisions (to refrain from making recommendations on a dispute while 
it is being dealt with by the Security Council) the General Assembly may recommend 
measures for the peaceful adjustment of any situation, regardless of origin, which it deems 
likely to impair the general welfare or friendly relations among nations, including situa- 
tions resulting from a violation of the provisions of the present Charter setting forth the 
Purposes and Principles of the United Nations.—Chapter IV, Art. 14. 


+ + + 


SMALL NATIONS: 


The Charter should safeguard the economic and po- 
litical rights of small nations and assure them an 
adequate share in shaping the policies of the or- 
ganization. 


The General Assembly shall receive and consider annual and special reports from the Se- 
curity Council; these reports shall include an account of the measures that the Security 
Council has decided upon or taken to maintain international peace and security.—Chap- 


Forel eArt. Lo, 1. 


When the Security Council has decided to use force it shall, before calling upon a Mem- 
ber not represented on it to provide armed forces in fulfillment of the obligations .. . 
invite that Member, if the Member so desires, to participate in the decisions of the Se- 
curity Council concerning the employment of contingents of that Member’s armed forces. 


Chapter VII, Art. 44. 


With a view to the creation of conditions of stability and well-being which are necessary for peaceful 
and friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and 
self-determination of peoples, the United Nations shall promote: (a) Higher standards of liv- 
ing, full employment and conditions of economic and social progress and development.— 


Chapter IX, Art. 55. 


DISARMAMENT: 


The Charter should provide a clear purpose and pro- 
cedure for the limitation and control of national 
armaments, as collective security is established. 


The General Assembly may consider the general principles of cooperation . . . including the prin- 
ciples governing disarmament and the regulation of armaments, and may make recommendations 
with regard to such principles to the Members or to the Security Council or both.— 


Chapter IV, Art. 11, 1. 


VOTING POWER: 


The Charter should provide that no one nation be 
allowed to veto judgment in any dispute covered by 
international law. 


(Yalta Agreement). In decisions under Chapter VI (Pacific settlement of disputes) and under the 
third sentence of Paragraph 3 of Article 52 (regional arrangements for peaceful settlement of dis- 
putes), a party to a dispute shall abstain from voting.—Chapter V, Art. 27, 3. 


ce + + 


HUMAN RIGHTS: 


The Charter should include an international] bill of 
rights, and provide for a commission or commissions 
to protect and further the rights and liberties of the 
individual and of racial, religious and cultural groups, 
especially those uprooted by war or oppression. 


The purposes of the United Nations are ..+ to achieve international cooperation . . . in 
promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms 
for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion. (Also made a respon- 
sibility of the United Nations-Chapter IX, Article 55; of the General Assembly-Chap- 
ter IV, Article 13; of the trusteeship system Chapter XII, Article 76.)—Chapter I, Art. 1. 


The Economic and Social Council may . . . make recommendations for the purpose of promoting 
respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all_—Chapter 


X, Art. 62, 1 & 2. 


The Economic and Social Council shall set up commissions in economic and social fields and 


for the promotion of human righis.—Chapter X, Art. 68. 


+ *~ 
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DEPENDENT PEOPLES: 


The Charter should previde for a commission to 
supervise the administration of mandated territories 
and to promote the advancement of non-self-govern- 
ing peoples toward economic well-being, cultural de- 
velopment and political responsibility. 


The Purposes of the United Nations are: . . . 2. To develop friendly relations among nations based 
on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples.—Chapter 
I, Art. 1. 


Members of the United Nations . . . accept as a sacred trust the obligation to promote to 
the utmost, within the system of international peace and security established by the pres- 
ent Charter, the well-being of the inhabitants of these (dependent) territories, and to this 
end: ... To develop self-government, to take due account of the political aspirations of 
the peoples, and to assist them in the progressive development of their free political insti- 
tutions, according to the particular circumstances of each territory and its peoples and 
their varying stages of advancement.—Chapter XI, Art. 73. 


The basic objectives of the trusteeship system... shall be: ...(b) To promote the po- 
litical, economic, social and educational advancement of the inhabitants of the trust ter- 
ritories, and their progressive development toward self-government or independence.— 
Chapter XII, Art. 76. 


The trusteeship agreement shall in each case include the terms under which the trust ter- 
ritory will be administered and designate the authority which shall exercise the adminis- 
tration of the trust territory. Such authority ... may be one or more states or the organ- 
ization itself.—Chapter XII, Art. 81. 


The General Assembly and, under its authority, the Trusteeship Council, in carrying out 
their functions, may: A. Consider reports submitted by the administering authority; B. 
Accept petitions and examine them in consultation with the administering authority; C. 
Provide for periodic visits to the respective territories at times agreed upon with the ad- 
ministering authority; and D. Take these and other actions in conformity with the terms 
of the trusteeship agreements.—Chapter XIII, Art. 87. 


Nothing in this charter shall be construed in or of itself to alter in any manner. the rights 
whatsoever of any states or any peoples or the terms. of existing “international instru- 


ments to which Members of the United Nations may feegeiely be parties. —Chapter XI, 
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